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that you should render yourself capable of serving them
both well. He said he would give the affair his partic-
ular consideration, and see whether he could put you on
the establishment at Sandhurst, without any violent in-
fringement on the rules; and hinted that he would make
an exception to the rule of seniority of standing and
priority of application in your favor when an opportunity
occurs.

From EL It. H.'s very kind expressions, I have little
doubt you will have more than justice done you in the
patronage necessary to facilitate your course through life;
but it must be by your own exertions, my dearest boy,
that you must render yourself qualified to avail yourself
of the opportunities which you may have offered to you.
Work, therefore, as hard as you can, and do not be dis-
contented for want of assistance of masters, etc., because
the knowledge which we acquire by our own unaided
efforts, is. much more tenaciously retained by the mem-
ory, while the exertion necessary to gain it strengthens
the understanding. At the same time, I would inquire
whether there may not be some Catholic priest, or Pro-
testant clergyman, or scholar of any description, who,
for love or money, would give you a little assistance oc-
casionally. Such persons are to be found almost every-
where; not professed teachers, but capable of smoothing
the road to a willing student. Let me earnestly recom-
mend in your reading to keep fast to particular hours,
and suffer no one thing to encroach on the other.

Charles's last letter was uncommonly steady, and pre-
pared me for one from Mr. Williams, in which he ex-
presses satisfaction with his attention, and with his
progress in learning, in a much stronger degree than
formerly. This is truly comfortable, and may relieve
me from the necessity of sending the poor boy to India.

All in Edinburgh, are quite well, and no fears exist,
saving those of little Catherine1 for the baby, lest the

1 Mrs. Lockhart'a maid. was   He had old Pepper and old
